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date by or at the end of the shift for
which the examination was made. The
record shall be countersigned by the
mine foreman or equivalent mine offi-
cial by the end of the mine foreman’s
or equivalent mine official’s next regu-
larly scheduled working shift. The
records required by this section shall
be made in a secure book that is not
susceptible to alteration or electroni-
cally in a computer system so as to be
secure and not susceptible to alter-
ation.

(i) Retention period. Records shall be
retained at a surface location at the
mine for at least 1 year and shall be
made available for inspection by au-
thorized representatives of the Sec-
retary and the representative of min-
ers.

§ 75.370 Mine ventilation plan; submis-
sion and approval.

(a) (1) The operator shall develop and
follow a ventilation plan approved by
the district manager. The plan shall be
designed to control methane and res-
pirable dust and shall be suitable to
the conditions and mining system at
the mine. The ventilation plan shall
consist of two parts, the plan content
as prescribed in § 75.371 and the ventila-
tion map with information as pre-
scribed in § 75.372. Only that portion of
the map which contains information
required under § 75.371 will be subject to
approval by the district manager.

(2) The proposed ventilation plan and
any revision to the plan shall be sub-
mitted in writing to the district man-
ager. When revisions to a ventilation
plan are proposed, only the revised
pages, maps, or sketches of the plan
need to be submitted. When required in
writing by the district manager, the
operator shall submit a fully revised
plan by consolidating the plan and all
revisions in an orderly manner and by
deleting all outdated material.

(3) (i) The mine operator shall notify
the representative of miners at least 5
days prior to submission of a mine ven-
tilation plan and any revision to a
mine ventilation plan. If requested, the
mine operator shall provide a copy to
the representative of miners at the
time of notification. In the event of a
situation requiring immediate action
on a plan revision, notification of the

revision shall be given, and if re-
quested, a copy of the revision shall be
provided, to the representative of min-
ers by the operator at the time of sub-
mittal;

(ii) A copy of the proposed ventila-
tion plan, and a copy of any proposed
revision, submitted for approval shall
be made available for inspection by the
representative of miners; and

(iii) A copy of the proposed ventila-
tion plan, and a copy of any proposed
revision, submitted for approval shall
be posted on the mine bulletin board at
the time of submittal. The proposed
plan or proposed revision shall remain
posted until it is approved, withdrawn
or denied.

(b) Following receipt of the proposed
plan or proposed revision, the rep-
resentative of miners may submit
timely comments to the district man-
ager, in writing, for consideration dur-
ing the review process. A copy of these
comments shall also be provided to the
operator by the district manager upon
request.

(c) (1) The district manager will no-
tify the operator in writing of the ap-
proval or denial of approval of a pro-
posed ventilation plan or proposed re-
vision. A copy of this notification will
be sent to the representative of miners
by the district manager.

(2) If the district manager denies ap-
proval of a proposed plan or revision,
the deficiencies of the plan or revision
shall be specified in writing and the op-
erator will be provided an opportunity
to discuss the deficiencies with the dis-
trict manager.

(d) No proposed ventilation plan shall
be implemented before it is approved
by the district manager. Any inten-
tional change to the ventilation sys-
tem that alters the main air current or
any split of the main air current in a
manner that could materially affect
the safety and health of the miners, or
any change to the information required
in § 75.371 shall be submitted to and ap-
proved by the district manager before
implementation.

(e) Before implementing an approved
ventilation plan or a revision to a ven-
tilation plan, persons affected by the
revision shall be instructed by the op-
erator in its provisions.
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(f) The approved ventilation plan and
any revisions shall be—

(1) Provided upon request to the rep-
resentative of miners by the operator
following notification of approval;

(2) Made available for inspection by
the representative of miners; and

(3) Posted on the mine bulletin board
within 1 working day following notifi-
cation of approval. The approved plan
and revisions shall remain posted on
the bulletin board for the period that
they are in effect.

(g) The ventilation plan for each
mine shall be reviewed every 6 months
by an authorized representative of the
Secretary to assure that it is suitable
to current conditions in the mine.

§ 75.371 Mine ventilation plan; con-
tents.

The mine ventilation plan shall con-
tain the information described below
and any additional provisions required
by the district manager:

(a) The mine name, company name,
mine identification number, and the
name of the individual submitting the
plan information.

(b) Planned main mine fan stoppages,
other than those scheduled for testing,
maintenance or adjustment, including
procedures to be followed during these
stoppages and subsequent restarts (see
§ 75.311(a)) and the type of device to be
used for monitoring main mine fan
pressure, if other than a pressure re-
cording device (see 75.310(a)(4)).

(c) Methods of protecting main mine
fans and associated components from
the forces of an underground explosion
if a 15-foot offset from the nearest side
of the mine opening is not provided
(see § 75.310(a)(6)); and the methods of
protecting main mine fans and intake
air openings if combustible material
will be within 100 feet of the area sur-
rounding the fan or these openings (see
§ 75.311(f)).

(d) Persons that will be permitted to
enter the mine, the work these persons
will do while in the mine, and electric
power circuits that will be energized
when a back-up fan system is used that
does not provide the ventilating quan-
tity provided by the main mine fan (see
§ 75.311(c)).

(e) The locations and operating con-
ditions of booster fans installed in an-
thracite mines (see § 75.302).

(f) Section and face ventilation sys-
tems used, including drawings illus-
trating how each system is used, and a
description of each different dust sup-
pression system used on equipment on
working sections.

(g) Locations where the air quan-
tities must be greater than 3,000 cubic
feet per minute (see § 75.325(a)(1)).

(h) In anthracite mines, locations
where the air quantities must be great-
er than 1,500 cubic feet per minute (see
§ 75.325(e)(1)).

(i) Working places and working faces
other than those where coal is being
cut, mined, drilled for blasting or load-
ed, where a minimum air quantity will
be maintained, and the air quantity at
those locations (see § 75.325(a)(1)).

(j) The operating volume of machine
mounted dust collectors or diffuser
fans, if used (see § 75.325(a)(3)).

(k) The minimum mean entry air ve-
locity in exhausting face ventilation
systems where coal is being cut, mined,
drilled for blasting, or loaded, if the ve-
locity will be less than 60 feet per
minute. Other working places where
coal is not being cut, mined, drilled for
blasting or loaded, where at least 60
feet per minute or some other min-
imum mean entry air velocity will be
maintained (see § 75.326).

(l) The maximum distance if greater
than 10 feet from each working face at
which face ventilation control devices
will be installed (see § 75.330(b)(2)). The
working places other than those where
coal is being cut, mined, drilled for
blasting or loaded, where face ventila-
tion control devices will be used (see
§ 75.330(b)(1)(ii).

(m) The volume of air required in the
last open crosscut or the quantity of
air reaching the pillar line if greater
than 9,000 cubic feet per minute (see
§ 75.325(b)).

(n) In anthracite mines, the volume
of air required in the last open crosscut
or the quantity of air reaching the pil-
lar line if greater than 5,000 cubic feet
per minute (see § 75.325(e)(2)).

(o) Locations where separations of in-
take and return air courses will be
built and maintained to other than the
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